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Abstract

This study aims to propose mechanisms to reduce school
dropping out by answering the questions of the study. The first
question aims at explaining the factors influencing the phenomenon:
while the second question aims at uncovering the current procedures
and mechanisms used to limit this phenomenon. The last question is
then answered« which provides recommendations and suggested

mechanisms to reduce the phenomenon.

A qualitative approach is adopted to achieve the goals of this
study which was conducted in the academic year 2018/2019¢ and in
the official secondary schools located in Jerusalem. Structured and
semi-structured interviews were designed to collect data from the
participants (dropout students¢ their parents¢ school principals and
educators).The validity of the tool was confirmed by applying it on a

pilot. Also« triangulation was employed for the reliability of the tool.

The results of the study show that the factors influencing the
phenomenon can be classified into two main groups: "Push out"
factors« the factors that drive the student out of school that are related

to the psychology of the student and the educational environment. The



second group is called "Pull Out™" factors¢< which pull the student out

of school; these include the social< economic and political factors.

The participants in the study pointed to the deterioration of the
educational system in Jerusalem due to many challenges« such as the
multiplicity of references« the lack of budgets« the political situation
and the Israelization of education. The results of the study revealed
that the responsible authorities do not act seriously about the
phenomenon by marginalizing education in Jerusalem¢< not
considering the phenomenon of drop out as a priority¢ nor taking

responsibility for at-risk students.

As for the main question of the study:« the researcher confirms
the need to develop the education system« starting with reconsidering
educational visions followed by continuous assessment. Moreover:
she proposes focusing on qualitative education and meaningful
learning rather than quantitative and banking education< enhancing
inclusion and motivation of the student« raising the awareness of the
community in general and parents in particular about the importance
of education and involving parents in the educational process. Finally«
the researcher assesses the importance of students 'empowerment by

preparing them for professional life.
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